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The Life of Fofeph Balfamo, commonly called Count Cag 
lioftro ; containing the fingular and uncommon Ad - 
ventures of that extraordinary Perfonage, from hgs 
Birth tall his Imprifonment in the Cafile of St. Angelo. 


[Tranflated from the Original Proceedings publithed at Rome by 
order of the Apoftolic Chamber. 


(Concluded from Page 17:) 

AGLIOSTRO, after making a variety of quotation’ 
from the book which had been lent him, relapfed into his 
former impicties, and fpoke as follows: “I underftand that 
thofe who honour their father and their mother, and refpect the 
fovereign pontiff, are beloved of God ; fo, in the fame manner, 
all chat I have done, I have done by the order of God, by means 
of the power which he has communicated to me 3 and to the 
advantage of God and his holy church: and I am able to 
give proofs of all that I have faid and done, not only phy- 
fically, but morally ; for having ferved God merely for the 
love of God, and by the power of God, he entrufted me 
with a counter-poifon to confound and combat the venom of 
hell ; and ir 1 have done wrong, the Holy Father will punifh 
me ; if I have done right, he will recompenfe me; and if his 
Holinefs had thefe interrogatories given to him t!.is very night, 
I prophefy that I fhould be fet at liberty to-morrow morning.” 
On being defired to give proofs of his miffion, he replied : 

“ To prove that I have been chofen by God, as an apoftle, to 
defend and propagate religion, I affirm that, as holy church has 
inftituted. paftors to demontftrate to all the world that fhe alone 
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profeffes the true catholic faith, fo I, who have operated in con- 
junétion with the pafters of holy church, and by. spre eres 
bation, courifel, and direétion, am, as I have already a 

fully juftified in regard to all my operations. Thofe two paf- 
tors who have thus comforted: me, and affured me that my 
Egvptian mafonry is of divine origin, e————-; and they 
befides added, that it had fo much me erit, that the Sovereign 
Pontiff ought,to form an order outfits bafis,’ 

‘He perfifted i in thefe fubterfuges during his laft interroZato- 
ries. It ought to be obferved, however, ‘that one of thofe paf- 
tors whom he mentioned had been for _fome time dead, ang 
could not therefore give him the lye; and that, as to the other, 
he was a perfon whonthe.had fedyted.and deceived by means of 
a variety of impoftures. As to that part in which he {peaks 
about forming his difciples in Egyptian-mafonry into-areligious 
order, under the protection of his Holinefs, it is a grofs impos 
fition. It is however true, according to the.confefiion of his 
Wife, that his followers at Strafburgh wilhed him to remain 
along with them, and offered to\purchafe a houfe which they 
intended to Convert into a-convent' for mafons, and*tn which 
they and their wives, who were to live in common with all the 
difciples, propofed to refide, 

The monftrous contradictions. that were apparent in all his 
anfwers, form a convincing proof that his pretended penitence 
was nothing more than a mere fubtérfure During his firft 
exatninations, he confeffed his errors, acknowledged thie’ wrongs 
which he had ,committed againft. the Catholic church, and 
vowed that he merited a fevere cheftifement ; but he foon.after 
changed his fentiments, and.oneg; more -pretended-to.be an 
apottle, who, inflamed with zeal for. religion, ‘hadJtaboured to 
propagate a fyftem which he then thought, and ftill-believed, to 
be good, and which has a perfect confarmity to the precepts of 
the churci. | Notwithitanding all = in-the courfe of his:ine 
terrogatories he confeiled— 

“ 1, That his fyitcm admitted, as aleedetnantsd bafis, a: tom 
tal indifference, as to the religion of the candidates. 

“ 2, ‘That according to his doctrines i it, was always enjoined, 
in Catholic and Non-Catholic countries, to attack and overturn 
the ruling religion. 

“ 2. Lhat Heretics, and Catholics were equally nanan 
in this lociety. 

“4. That, fince the origin of his .mafonry, he has never 
believed.’ in that part relative to the royled ang moral.regenc~ 
Pate — ration Se 
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ration; and that one of the paftors whom he mentioned con- 
demned it’ aS a ridiculous chimera. 

“5, That, in additiofi to this, he had felt many f-ruples of 
confcience in regard to his fyftem; and well knew that in 
Italy, where the Catholic religion univerfally prevails, mafonry 
is not permitted, 

«“ 6. That at Trent he had adhered to the counfels of his 
confeffor, who had commanded him to abandon his Egyptian 
mafonry, becaufe it was condemned by two bulls of the Pope ; 
that at Rome he had fallen at the feet of a prieft, and demanded 
abfolution ; and that he was determined to accufe himfelf to the 
Holy Office, but that he had neglected to do fo.” 

After the recapiculation of thefe facts, which were admitted 
by himfelf,.it will be eafy to conceive the aftonithing obftinacy, 
and the horrid impiety, with which this man was animated in 
his zeal for mafonry. 

But it may be here afked, of what religion was this wretch, 
and in what religion did he really believe ?_ Properly fpeaking, 
he had no religion at all. It appears at firft that h's fyftem 
tended towards deifm; but, as intereft was the only divinity 
which he worthipped, he conformed himfelf according’ to the 
time, the place, and the perfons wit whom he carried on an ing ° 
tercourfe. Thus, in compliance with the exigency of the 
cafe, he was eitlier a deift, an athcift, a materialift, a Calvinift, 
a Lutheran, but never a Catholic. He would not irideed have 
hefitated a moment to have exhibited a hypocritical compliance 
in regard to the duties of that holy religion, if he could have 
drawn any advantage from it; but he had no occafion to have 
recourfe to this expedient, as he lived for the greater part of 
his life in thofe countries where its bleflings are not experienced, 
In fine, he abhorred religion, whether practical or theoretical. 

During twenty-feven years of his life he was never per- 
ceived to make the fign of the crofs, nor to exhibit any other 
mark of religion; and during that whole period he did not ap 
proach the holy facrament above three times. Indeed it would 
have been ‘much better if he had abftained even on thefe oc- 
cafions, as he was induced to thefe duties by no other motives 
than thofe of intereft and fear ; whethet it was at Milan, with 
a view to obtain a paflport for the pilgrimage of St. James of 
Galicia ; in Spain, from a dread of the Holy Office ; or at 
Trent, to deceive the Pririce-Bithop by means of an affected 


pitty.“ ° eons 

: He was a ftill lefS diligent obferver of thofe precepts of the 

church which enjoid the heating of mafs on feftivals, and'to 
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faft, and abftain from flefh meat, on certain occafions, Not 
content, as he himfelf acknowledges, to leave thefe duties uns 
fulfilled, he even induced others to neglect them. 

In the courfe of his hiftory we have had frequent opportuni 
ties to fee with what wickednefs he expreffed himfelf on all ocs 
“cafions as to morality, adultery, chaftity, and other cardinal 
points of our religion, “The impious life which he led, and the 
principle of that fyftem which he propagated, make us fuf> 
ficiently acquainted with the maxims which he himfelf che- 
rifhed, and withed to propagate, 

__ This is the proper place to give an accoynt of all the execra- 
ble doctrines which he uttered during his laft refidence in Rome. 
His judges haye been occupied in collecting the proofs ; but we 
fhall here recapitulate them, as it would be highy improper to 
{candalize the public by the recapitulation of fuch blafphemies, 
It is neceffary, however, that we fhould mention three circume 
§ances, 

The firft is, that on all occafions he manifefted the moft ob- 
ftinate hatred and contempt for the Catholic religion, its mi- 
nifters, and ceremonies, He attacked the majefty and per- 
fection of God, the divinity of Jefus Chrift, his death, the 
grand work of redemption, the virginity of Mary, the efficacy 
of the facraments, the dignity of the church; in fhort, every 
thing that is moft venerable and moft refpeCted either in Heaven 
or on earth. 

The fecond, that, according to the evidence of a great num 
ber of witnefles who have converfed with him theméelves, or 
known others who have done fo, he is unanimoufly reprefented 
“as a man deftitute of religion, whofe principles are entirely 
corrupted, who does not believe in any thing ; and one who is 
generally confidered as an atheift, an impoftor, a cheat, a here+ 
tic, a deift, &c. abfolutely devoid of every principle of religion 
and morality.” 

The third is, that, although he ftrenuoufly denied all thefe 
imputations, yet he has been obliged to confefs a variety of 
circumftances, which fufficiently indicate his guilt, It is to be 
obferved allo, that he objected to the teftimony of his own wife, 
and al] the witneffes adduced againft him, fometimes on one 
pretence and fometimes on another, although they were for the 
moft part people of birth, fortune, and education, againft whom 
no juit accufation could be brought.. When one family in par- 
ticylar were mentioned, he had the jmpudence to aifert that 
they were his determined enemies, on accountof his having 
yemonttrated againft their attachment to theatrical amufements, 

: oe. which 
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qhich he had reprefented as being fubverfive of morality, and: 
the Catholic religion. 

” His trial being at length finifhed, it was left to his own dif- 
cretion, cither to employ the countellors ufually allotted to cri- 
minals, or to choofe ethers ; but he was contented with the 
Grit. 
The knowledge andabilities of Signor Gaétano Bertano Ber- 
nardini, an advocate of acknowledged worthand characte:, em= 
ployed in defence of thofe accufed before the Holy Inquilition, 
rendered him every way capable of undertaking hisdefence. But 
to take away from the prifoner every pretence for calumniating 
the tribunal and the judges, as he had formerly done in other 
countries, it was thought proper to join éo the firft the moft 
noble Signior Charles Louis Conftantini, advocate for the poor 
in all the tribunals at Rume. The world is well acquaiated 
with the charity, the zeal, and above all the talents and abilities, 
with which he exercifes this dignified employment. 

But Caglioftro did not find in tlhefe defenders the fame kind 
of advocates which he had experienced during his former trials. 
Far from. feconding his tricks and impoftures, they {poke to 
him in the language of truth, and fhewed him the bad {tate of 
his caufe, and of his confcience. He began to perceive the 
unhappy end to which his ob{tinate impenitence and perfever- 
ance in error were ready to conduct him. He therefore ree 
quefted fpiritual fuccour and inftruction ; thefe were accord 
ingly provided for him, and he was put under the guidance of a 
Jearned and devout prieft. After the firlt interview, the cul~ 
prit exhibited the moft lively marks of contrition and repene 
tance, and perfifted in the fame fentiments. , 

In the mean time his defence was prepared and publifhed, 
This pleading, at one and the fame time, exhibited the talents 
of his counfel, and the bad ftate of his caufe, 

At length the day for pafling judgment arrived, This was 
precedes like all the reft of the proceis, by the moft fcrupu= 
ous and rigorous forms of juftice which are in ufage in our 
ordinary criminal tribunals. ‘They prove the exaét and cir- 
cumfpect adminiftration of the laws, and evince to the culprits 
that they are not. condemned without the moft minyte and la- 
borious inveftigation, 

The procefs was then carried before the General. Aflembly 
of the Holy Office on the 21ft of March, 1791°; and accord 
ing to cuftom, before the Pope on the 7th of April following. 

The judgment did not merit a long and laborious difcutfion, 
Caglioftro himfelf had avowed, and the moft convincing proofs 
° had 
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had demonftrated, that he was the reftorer and propagator of 
Egyptian mafonry in many parts of the world; ‘that hé had ex- 
ercifed this fyitem at Rome ; and that he had admitted two per- 
fons into its myfterics. 

It-was in vain that he had endeavoured to make ufe of the 
fentiments and authority of thofe, who faid that the pains and 
punifhment awarded againft even an obftinate heretic, ought 
to be commuted whenever he evinced unfeigned marks of 
contrition. 

It was in vain that he wifhed to derive an advantage from 
the recent figns of repentance which he had exhibited; the 
ediét of the Council of State, which we have mentioned in 
the preceding chapter, could not be difpenfed with. The pains 
of death exprefsly awarded: there ought in a particular manner 
to be inflifted on a man, who in all concerns, whether ‘eccle- 
fiafticat or fecular, had given himfelf up to every manner of 
wickednefs, and might juftly be confidered as one of the moft 
pernicious members of fociety. 

But his deftiny was confided to perfons animated with the 
nobleft fentiments ; to men whofe hearts were warmed with 
the rays of that beneficence and indulgence which religion al- 
ways inculcates, and with which the confultors of the Holy In- 
quifition have ever been infpired. It is alfo to be obferved, 
that the definitive judgment was referved for the confideration 
of the great Pius VI. who in the courle of his glorious ponti- 
ficate has ever united the characters of a juft and aclement 
prince. He was not anxious for the death of afinner; but, 
on the contrary, wifhed that he fhould have time allowed him 
for repentance. 

Here follows the judgment pronounced by the Supreme Ora~ 
cle, on the perfon of Jofeph Balfamo: it entirely accords with 
juftice, equity, prudence, religion, and public tranquillity ; and 
is equally cabculated for the dominions of the Pope, and all the 
Chriftian world. We fhall therefore give an exaé tranfcript 
of it. 

“ Jofeph Balfamo, attained and conviéted of many crimes, 
and of ‘having incurred the cenfures and penalties pronounced 
againft formal heretics, dogmatifts, herefiarchs, and propagators 
of magic and fuperftition, has been found guilty, and cori- 
demned to the cenfures and penalties‘ denounced as well by the 
apottolic laws of Clement XII. and of Benediét XIV azainft 
thofe who in any manner whatever, favour or form f{ocieties and 
coniventicles of free mafons, as’by the ditt’ of ‘the Council af 
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State againft thofe who are guilty of this crime at Rome, or 
any other place under the dominion of the Pope, ; 

“ Notwithftanding this, by way of f{pecial grace and favour, 
this crime, the expiation of which demands the delivery of the 
culprit over to the fecular arm, to be by it punifhed with death, 
4s hereby changed, and commuted into perpetual imprifonment, 
in a fortrefs where the culprit is to be ftrictly guarded, without 
tiny hope of pardon whatever. And after he fhall have made 
abjuration of his offences, as a formal heretic, in that place ef 
his imprifonment, he fhall be abfolved from ecclefiaftical cen- 
fures ; and certain falutary penance is to be prefcribed to him, 
to which he is hereby ordered to fubmit, 

“sé “The manufcript book which has for its title * Egyptiam 
Mafonry,’ is folemnly condemned, as containing rites, propo- 
fitions, a doctrine and a fyftem which open a road to fedition, as 
tending to deftroy the Chriftian religion, and as being fuper-~ 
ftitious, impious, neretical, and abounding in blafphemy : this 
book fhail therefore be burnt by the hand of the hangman; and 
alfo all the other books, inftruments, fymbols, &c. Xc. appere 
taining and belonging to this fect. 4 

“ By a new apottolic law, we fhall confirm and renew not 
only the laws of the preceding pontiffs ; but alfo the edict of the 
Council. of State, which prohibits the focieties and conventicles 
of free mafons, making particular mention of the Egyptian 
fe&t, and of another vulgarly called the Illuminated; and we 
fhall enact the moft grievous corporal punifhments, and princi- 
pally thofe. provided for heretics, againft whofoever fhall aflo- 
ciate, hold communication with, or protect, thefe focieties,”” 





The Hiftory of the Lifeof Baron Trenck. In which is 
introduced a particular Account of the extraordinary 
Sufferings which he underwent by Command of the 
late King of Pruffia. 


{Extracted from his own Narrative. ] 
(Continued from Page 5.) 


| irs fcarcely been fix weeks a cadet before the King took me 
afide, one day, after the parade, and, having examined me > 
near half an heui, on various fubjects, commanded me to come 
and {peak to him on the morrow. 

é' His intention was to find whether the accounts that had been 
given him of my memory had not been exaggerated ; and, thar 
he 
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he might be convinced, he firft gave me the names of fifty 
foldiers to learn by rote, which I did in five minutes. He next 
repeated the fubjects of two letters, which I immediately coms 
pofed in French and Latin; the one I wrote, the other I 
dictated. He afterward ordered me to frace, with promptitudey 
2 landfcape from nature, which I executed with equal fuccefs 5 
and he then gave me a Cornet’s commifiion in his body guards, 

’ Each mark of bounty from the Monarch increafed an ardour 
already great, infpired me with gratitude, and the firft of my 
wifhes wasto devote my whole life to the ferviceof my Kin 
and country. He {poke to me, as a Sovereign fhould {peak, like 
a father, like one whoknew well how to eftimate the gifts be- 
ftowed on me by. nature ; and perceiving, or rather feeling, how 
much he might expect from me, became at once my inftructor 
and my friend. 

Thus did I remain a Cadet only fix weeks, and few Pruffians 
€an vaunt, under the reign of Frederic, of equal good fore 
tune. 

The King not only prefented me with a commiflion, but 
equipped me fplendidly for the fervice. Thus did fuddenly 

nd myfclf a courtier, and an officer in the fineft, braveit, and 
beft difciplined corps in Europe. My good fortune feemed 
wnlimited when, in the month of Auguft 1743, the King fe- 
Ic&ed me to go and inftruct the Siletian cavalry in the new 
Manceuvres ; an honour never before granted to a youth of 
eighteen, 

I have already faid we were garrifoned at Berlin during wine 
ter, where the officers’ table was at court; and,as my reputa- 
tion had preceded me, noperfon whatever could be better ree 
ceived there, or live more pleafantly. 

Frederic commanded meto vitit the literati, whom he had 
invited to his Court: Maupertuis, — La Merrie, and 
Rollnitz were all my acquaintance. y days were employed 
in the duties of an officer, and my nights in acquiring know- 
ledge. Pollnitz was my guide, and the friend of my heart. 
My happineis was well worthy being envied. In 1743, I was 
five feet eleven inches in height, and nature had endowed me 
with every requifite to pleafe. 1 lived, as I vainly imagined, 
Without inciting enmity or malice, and my mind was wholly 
occupied by the defire of earning well-founded fame. 

I had hitherto remained ignorant of love, andhad been ter= 
rified from illicit commerce, by beholding the dreadful objects 
of the hofpital at Potzdam. During the winter of 1743, the 
nuptials of his Majefty’s fitter were celebrated, who was mare 
ried 
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fied to the King of Sweden, where fhe is at prefent Queen 
Dowager, mother of the reigning Guftavus. , as officer of 
my corps, had the honour to mount guard, and efcort her as fat 
as Stettin. Here firft did my heart feel a paflion of which, in 
the coarfe of my hiftory, I fhall have frequent occafion to {peak. 
The object of my love was one whom I can only remember at 

refent with reverence ; and, as I write not romance, but facts, 
T fhall here briefly fay, our’s were mutually the firft fruits of 
affection, and that to this hour I regret no misfortune, no mifery, 
with which, from a ftock fo noble, my deftiny was overfhadowed. 
Amid the tumult, infeparable to occafions like thefe, on which 
it was my duty to maintain order, a thief had the addrefs to 
fteal my watch, and cut away a part of the gold fringe which 
hung from the waiftcoat of my uniform, and afterward to efcape 
unperceived. This accident brought on me the faillery of 
my comrades ; and the lady alluded to thence took occafion to 
Confole me, by faying, it fhouid be her care that I fhould be no 
lofer. Her words were accompanied by a look I could not 
mifunderftand, anda few days after lthought myfelf the hap- 
pieft of mortals. The name, however, of this high-born lady 
isa fécret, which muft defcend with me to, the grave; and, 
though my filence concerning this incident leaves a void in my 
life, and indeed throws obfcurity over a part of it, which might 
elfe be clear, I would much rather incur this reproach, than be- 
come ungrateful toward my beft friend and benetactrefs. To 
her converfation, to her prudence, to the power by which fhe 
fixed my affeftions wholly on herfelf, am I indebted for the im 
provement and polifhing of my bodily and mental quaiities. 
She never defpifed, betrayed, or abandoned me, even in the 
deepeft of my diftrefs; and my children alone, on my death 
bed, fhalf be taught the name of her to whom they owe the 
prefervation of their father, and confequeutly their own 
exiftence. 

I lived at this time perfectly happy at Berlin, and highly 
efteemed. The King took every opportunity to teitify his 
approbation ; my miftrefs fupplied me with more money than ° 
I could expend, and I was prefently the beft equipped, and made 
the greateft figure of any officer in the whole corps. The 
ftile in which I lived was remarked, for I had only received 
from my father’s heritage the eftate of Great Scharlach; the 
rent of which was eight hundred dollars a year, which was 
far from fufficient to fupply my then expences. My amour, ia 
the mean time, remained a fecret from my beft and moft in- 
timate friends. Twice was my abfence from Potzdam and 
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Charlottenberg difcovered, and I was put under arreft ; but the 
King feemed fatisfied with the excufes I made, under pretext 
of having been hunting, and fmiled_as he granted my pardon. 

Never did the days of youth glide away with;more apparent 
firccefs, and pleafure, than. during thefe my firft years at Berlin. 
This good fortune was, alas, of. fhort duration. Many are the 
incidents I might relate, but which I fhall omit, My other 
adventures are fufficiently numerous, without mingling fuch as 
may any way feem foreign to the fubject. In this gloomy hif- 
tory of life, | with to paint myfelf fuch as I am and, by the 
recital of my fufferings, afford a memorable example to the 
world, and intereft the heart of fenfibility. I would alfo thew 
how my fatal deftiny has deprived my children of an immenfe 
fortune ; and, though I want a hundred thoufand mento en- 
force and enfure my rights, I will leave demonftration to my 
heirs that they are inconteftable. 

Inthe beginning of September, 1744, war again broke out 
between the houfes of Auftria and Pruffia, We, marched 
with all {peed toward Prague, traverfing Saxony without cp= 
pofition, I will not relate, in this place, what the great Fre- 
deric faid to us, with evident emotion, when furrounded by all 
his officers, on the morning of our departure from Potzdam. 

If Tam not miftaken, the King’s army came before Prague 
on the fourteenth of September,.and that of General Schwerin 
which had paffed through Silefia, arrived the next day. on the 
other fide of the Moldau, Inthis pofition we were obliged to 
wait fome days for pontons, without which we could not efta- 
blifh a communication between the two armies. 

The height called Zifchka, which overlooks the city,, being 
guarded only by a few Croats, wasinftantly feized, without op- 
pofition, by fome grenadiers, and the batteries, erected at the 
foot of that mountain, being ready on the fifth day, played with 
fuch fuccefs on the old town, with bombs, and red-hot balls, that 
it was fet on fire. The King made every effort to take the 
city, before Prince Charles could bring his army from the 
Rhine to its relief. : 

General Harfch thought proper to capitulate, after a fiege of 
twelve days, during which not more than five hundred men of 
the garriicn, at the utmoft, were killed and wounded, though 
eighteen thoufand men were made prifoners, 

Thus far we had met with no impediment. ‘The Imperial 
army, however, under the command of Prince. Charles of 
Lorraine, having quitted the banks of the Rhine, was advanc- 
ing to fave Bohemia, 
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During this campaign we faw the enemy only at a diftance 5 
but the Auftrian light troops, being thrice as numerous as our’s, 
prevented us from all foraging. Winter was approaching 5 
dearth and ‘hunger made Frederic determine to retreat, without 
the leaft hope from the countries in our rear, which we had en« 
tirely laid wafte as we had advanced. ‘The feverity of the fea- 
fon, in the month of November, rendered the foldiers exceffively 
impatient of their hardfhips; and, accuftomed to conquer, the 
Pruffians were afhamed of and repined at retreat: The enemy’s 
light troops facilitated defertion, and we loft, in a few weeks, 
above thirty thoufand men. The pandours of my kinfman, 
the Auftrian Trenck, were inceflantly at our heels, gave us fre- 
quent alarms, did us great injury, and, by their alertnefs, we 
never could make any impreflion upon them with our cannon, 
Trenck at length pafled the Elbe, and went and burnt and 
deftroyed our magazines at Pardubitz : It was therefore refolved 
wholly to evacuate Bohemia. 

The King hoped to have brought Prince Charles to a battle 
between Bennefchan and Kannupitz, but in vain: The Saxons, 
during the night, had erected a battery of three and twenty can- 
non, ona mound which feparated two ponds: This was the 
precife road by which the King meant to make the attack. 

Thus were we obliged toabandon Bohemia. The dearth, 
both for man and horfe, began to grow extreme.. The weather 
was bad; the roads and ruts were deep; marches were con- 
tinual, and alarms and attacks from the enemy’s light troops 
became inceflant. The difcontent all thefe infpired was unie 
verfal, and this occafioned the great lofs of the army. 


(To be continued.) 





The Hiflory of Knowledge, Learning, and Ta/fte, in Great 
Britain, during the Reign of Queen Elizabeth. Part 
the Second. 


[From the New Annual Regifter for the Year 1790.] 
(Continued from Page 13.) 
frat iss the era of juft opinions with regard to confti- 


tutional freedom was not fully arrived, few ages had been 

more diftinguifhed by a knowledge of general politics. ‘The 

{cience of practical government was well underitood, and car= 

ried to a great height. ae any reigncan be mentioned, 
2 in 
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in the whole courfe of our hiftory, which has heen productive 
of fuch a fet of wife, able, and upright ftatefmen. To enu- 
merate them, and efpecially to enter into.a difplay of their 
merits, would lead us to a tranfgreffion of the limits to which 
we are confined, The namesof Sir Thomas Smith, Sir Ni- 
cholas Bacon, Walter Devereux, Earl of Effex, William Da- 
vifon, Sir Francis Walfyngham, and William Cecil, Lord 
Burghley, will naturally occur to fuch of our readers as are not 
ftrangers to the biography of their country ; and the cata- 
logue might admit of a copious enlargement. 

Now we are fpeaking of ftatefmen, it would not be amifs 
to take notice of the intriguing fpirit of the age. Moft of the 
young men of the time, of any fafhion or liberal education, 
applied themfelves to the ftudy of politics; and for this pur- 
pofe feduloufly cultivated thofe branches of knowledge which 
weré calculated to fit them for public life. The antient 
tongues they poffeffed in the ordinary courfe of academical iny 
dtitutions ; but their immediate view of recom nending them- 
felves to government, and of rifing to the off.ces of the ftate 
particularly led them to obtaina {killin modern languages, an 
to engage in foreign travel, that they might communicate intel- 
ligence to their refpectivepatrons, The languages they chiefly 
ftudied were the French, the Italian, and the Spanifty. It is 
amufing to obferve, in reading the memorials of the times, how 
anxioully thefe young ftatefmen picked up every degree of ‘in 
formation they could meet with in the countries they vifited, 
how diligently they conveyed it to their employers, how ingee 
nuoully toey ipeculated upon it, and how folicitous they were to 
to difplay their own political fagacity and importance, 

The reign of Queen Elizabeth was not unfruitful in eminent 
lawyers, fome of whom by their learned writings added con- 
fiderably to the knowledge of their profeflion, ‘This was par; 
ticula:ly the cafe with regard to Edmund Plowden, Sir James 
Dyer, Sir Edmund Anderfon, and Sir John Popham. 

Plowden’s and Sir James Dyer’s Reports ftill, we believe, 
maintain a fhare of reputation, and are of fome, though prob- 
ably of no very great confequence in the prefent courfe of legal 
ftudy. Dyer prefided in the Court of Common Pleas, with 
diftinguifhed ability and integrity, twenty-four years; a {pace 
of time which perhaps has only been equalled in a fingle ine 
ftance. A high character both of Plowden’s and Dyer’s works 
has been given by Sir Edward Coke. He fays of Plowden’s 
Commentaries, that they are exquifite and elaborate ; and he 
defcribes Sir James Dyer’s obfervations as fummary and fruit- 
oe . ful, 
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ful. Judge Jenkins likewife,-in. the preface of his * Centu- 
ries,” {peaks of Dyer and Plowden as remarkably great meny 
who have illuftrated our law by their learned publications. 

William Fleetwood, who, in this reign was a very celebrated 

and active Recorder of London, wrote a few things in the way 
of his profeffion, Thomas Owen, a Judge of the Common 
Pleas, had in his younger life beei the author of a book of Re~ 
ports. William Fulbeck extended his views to a more general 
{pecies of legal compofition. Befides treating on Chriftian 
Ethics, and making a collection relative to the Roman Hiftory, 
he publifhed a direction or preparation to the Study of the 
Law, and a Parallel or Conference of the Civil, the Canon, and 
the Common Law. 
' Walter Haddon, Adam Blackwood, and Alexander Arbuth- 
not, were civilians of reputation, ‘To Haddon the praife may 
be added of his having been one of the moft elegant ‘Latin 
fcholars ofthe time, [f credit is to be given to the encomi- 
ums that have teen paffed on Blackwoo.', his talents were con= 
fiderable, but he difzraced them by his arbitrary principles. 
He was a ftrenuous advocate for the divine authority of princes 
over their fubjects, and took great pains to prove that Kings 
arenot accountable to their people for any crimes whatfoever. 
With thefe fentiments it is not furprizing that he fhould write 
with much warmth againft George Buchanan’s treatife “ de 
Fure Regni apud Scotes.” Buchanan, on account of this famous 
work, which rofe fo greatly above the general {pigit of the age, 
deferves here to be particularly noticed’; though we thall heres 
after have occafion more than once, to remember him, fo va- 
rious are his claims to applaufe, 

Arbuthnot is faid to have been eminent as a poet, a philofo- 
pher, a mathematician, a divine, and a phyfician. But no re- 
gard is to be paid to fuch extravagant praifes. He only diftin- 
guifhed himfelf by one publication, which was written ia 
Latin, and is efteemed a learned and elegant performance. 
We mean his “ Orations on the Origin and Dignity of the 
Law.” It is a circumitance to his honuur, that he was the 
firft editor of Buchanan’s Hiftory of Scotland. In a former 
article we forgot to {pecify as a legal writer, Sir Robert Broke, 
who flourifhed in the reigns of King Edward VI. and Queen 
Mary, and who rofe to be Lord Chief Juftice of the Common 
Pleas. He is applauded by Sir Edward Coke; and Judge Jen- 
kins has ranked him with Plowden, Dyer, and the-moit eminent 
authors of the kind, 


The 




















38 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


" The great general principles of natural philofophy, fo far as 
natural philofophy is founded on truth and experiment, conti- 
nued nearly in the fame ftate of ignorance in which they had 
Jong fubfifted. In this refpect Ariftotle was ftill the grand au~ 
thority, an analyfis of whom was publifhed by James Cheyne, 
afterwards rector of the Scotch College at Douay, in Flanders. 
The fame author wrote upon the celeftial globe, and upon geo- 

raphy 5 but with what fuccefs we are not able to fay; for his 
works, though applauded by his contemporaries, are now, we 
fuppofe, configned to abfolute oblivion. James, Baflantin, 
another Scotfman, publifhed a treatife on aftronomy, which 
was fo popular, as to go through three editions. In the title 
which was given it by ‘Virncefius, who tranflated from French 
into Latin, it is called “ Opus Abfalutiffimum,” a moft perfec 
work. Atprefent, however, it is as much forgottenas the pro- 
duGtion of his countrya.an James Cheyne. 

Baffantin had uudoubtedly the reputation of being one of 
the greateft aftronomers of the age ; but whatever might be 
his abilities, they were difgraced by the infatuation of judicial 
aftrology ; the beft apology for which is, that it was the error 
of the times. 

Though natural philofophy, in its moft extenfive fenfe, was 
little underftood, mathematical fcience was cultivated in a very 
confiderable degree. Great Britain, during the reign of Eli- 
zabeth, produced feveral men who rofe to eminence in this de- 
— of kriowledge. ry | the reft may be reckoned 

aflantin, already mentioned, Bifhop Tanner fays of him, 
that he far excelled all the mathematicians of the age; but the 
Jearned prelate was probably no judge of the matter, and might 
rely on the fole teftimony of Thomas Dempfter, who, to fpeak 
as favourably of him as poffible, is an incompetent authority. 


(To be continued.) 





Defiription of a moft beautiful Snipe, fhot Dec. 13, 1791, 
near Dereham, in Norfolk, by Mr. Collifon, of that 
Town. : 


ra oe bird is unique in the peculiar elegance of its plumage, 
which appears to a common obferver orange and white. 
It correfponds in its principal particulars with the common 
fnipe of Pennant, the fcalopofe gallenago of Linnzeus, its weight 
being nearly four ounces, the length to the end of the tail 
twelve 
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twelve inches; its bill is three inches long, of a dufky colour 
at the bafe, and of a dark cinerous green at the'end 5 the head 
ig a dull white, and divided lengthwife, and three light coloured 
orangé lines, one paffing over the middle of the head, and one 
over each eye; the chin is cream-coloured ; the neck and 
breaft cream-coloured and yellow, or rather varied with light 
orange and white undulated. The fcapulars are beautifully 
ftriped lengthwife with light orange fpots; the quill-feathers 
white ; the back an intermixture of deep orange and white, 
with a few feathers fpotted with brown ; the belly white; co- 
verts of the tail orange and white; near its bottom a broad 
bar of orange, like the common fnipe, but not quite fo deep, 
ahd ends ina light ofange and white ; the legs like the commy 


fnipe. 





An Account of the Manufattures of Barcelona. 
By JoserH TownsenpD. 


MONGST the more confiderable trades are the filk- 
weavers, Cutlers, armourers, and braziers, carpenters 
cabinet-makers, turners, with fringe-makers and embroiderers. 
I was particularly ftruck with the gun-fmiths, who appear not 
only numerous and diligent, but uncommonly dexterous in the 
handling of theirtools, The turners are more than dexterous, 
making one foot upon occafion ferve the office of a hand to 
guide the tool, or to fix the poppet-head. The carpenters 
work in a manner peculiar to this city. They have neither pit 
faw, hand faw, carpenter’s adze, axe, nor hatchet : to flita 
plank, they fix it in a vice and ufe a {pring faw ftrained by a 
bow, for working which they require two men. At this we 
need not wonder much ; yet, when we fee two men employed 
with the fame tool, that is, with a tool of the fame form, but 
finer, to make either dove-tail joints for cabinets, or tenants for 
doors and fafhes, we mutft be allowedtofmile. If they with to 
f{mooth aboard, they let it incline upon two wooden treffels, 
and hew it acrofs the grain with a cooper’s adze, not reflecting 
that an elaftic body cannot refift the ftroke. It is by no means 
neceflary that a mechanic fhould be able to explain the laws 
of motion, but what philofophers acquire by ftudy he thould 
learn by obfervation, and with him experience fhould fupply the 
place of inftinct, and fuperfede the ufe of abftract reafoning. 
The 
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The chocolate grinders have a method of working peculiar 
to Spain, and much preferable to that ufed in England. Our 
grinders, depending altogether on mufcular exertion, ufe only 
the muftles of one arm, and employ thofe mufcles to the 
greateft difadvantage; whereas in Barcelona, the flab, inftead 
of being flat and horizontal, is curved, forming the fedgment 
of a hollow ‘cylinder, and is inclined to the horizon, The 
operator kneeling behind this, and leaning over it with a gras 
nite roller, which is fomething longer than the flab is wide, 
grinds the chocolate, ufing both hands, and preffing it with th¢ 
weight of his body, as well as by the exertion of his arms. 

This operator goes from houfe to houfe, becaufe moft fami- 
lies choofe to have theif chocolate ground at home. For the 
market they have a more expeditious method, and grind the 
chocolate much finer than it can be made. by hand. For this 
purpofe five rollers of polifhed ftecl, fixed in a frame, and ap- 
pearing like thé {pokes of a wheel, or the radii of a circle, yet 
each turning round upon its axis, are placed between two mille 
ftones, of which one is immoveable, whilft the others with the 
rollers receive motion by communication, in common with two 
other mills of the fame conftruétion, from’a cog-wheel below 
ftairs, which is turned in the ufual method by a mule. The 
nuts fall through hoppers to feed tie mills. In this mannet 
oge man will grind three hundred weight of chocolate every 
day. 

The manufactures of filk, cotton, and wool, adopt all the 
modern improvements. It is now about a twelvemonth fince 
M. Pontet brought to them from France a model of a.ma- 
chine for {pinning cotton better than it can be fpun by hand, 
fomething like that which was invented by Mr. Arkwright. 
As this machine is well known in England, I fhall not defcribe 
it, They have here a Company, eftablifhed by charter, for 
fpinning American cotton to fupply the manufactures which 
ufed to take annually from Malta {pun cotton to the amount of 
200,000 doijlars, or 30,0001, fterling. This Company enjoys 
many and valuable privileges. They have fourteen of the 
Manchefter machines at work, As the cotton comes over 
foul, and full of fand, they are obliged to prepare it before they 
ean begin to work. ‘This they do in a fimple machine con. 
ftru&ed for the purpofe. ‘They have a Jarge lanthorn cylinder 
made, with pantile laths, leaving half an inch between lath and 
Jath. ‘This cylinder is incline to the plane of the horizon, and 
is immoveable. Within this they leave a portion of a cone; 
approaching in its form to the containing cylinder, turning on 
their 
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their common axis, and furnifhed with iron {pikes of about 
five inches in length, placed ina fpiral line, to correfpond with 
fimilar {pikes fixed within the cylinder, in order to teafe and to 
cleanfe the cotton. The perfon who turns this machine with 
one hand, feeds it with the other. Government, which is dif- 
pofed to give every poflible encouragement to this branch of 
manufacture, has granted to the Marquis de:‘Gobert exclufive 
privileges for his blanket manufacture at Vioq, as a reward for 
his having planted cotton in the ifland of Ivica, and has offered 
premiums to thofe who fpin the greateft length of thread from 
once’ ounce of cotton. For printing cottons they have the 
fame flow procefs, which was practifed in England, with ftamps; 
previous to the ufe of cylinders. 

The manufacture which gave me the greateft pleafure was 
one of woollen, carried on by Don Vincente Vernis. He 
employs 350 perfons in making cloth for Spanith America, 
which indeed takes moft of the Barcelona goods, except fome 
filk {muggled with their brandy through Guernfey into Eng- 
Jand. He has a very compact and elegant machine for winding 
and twifting worfted, in which fourfcore reels are managed by 
one little girl, whilft another gives motion to the whole, and at 
the fame time employs herfelf at knitting. This child, fittin 
on abench, treads a vertical wheel, which, by means of a onal 


with cogs fixed on the other end of the fame axis, moves the 


borizontal wheel, and thereby turns the fpindles. When one of 
the girls is weary, the other takes her place. 
he manufactures have increafed with fuch rapidity; that 
the wages of labour for all kinds of artifts in that city and the 
environs have advanced to two piftreems, 1s. 8d. a-day, for 
which they werk only feven hours, The common labourer 
will earn 14d. in winter, but in harveft 20d. Thefe gains, — 
however, are not out of proportion to the value of provitions, 
as regulated by the magiftrate. Mutton is fold for rod, the 
pound of 36 ounces, beef for 7d. and bread at prefent for feven 
farthings the pound of 12 ounces; lodging for a {mall family 
cofts about two guineas a-year. 
The mechanics here allow, that to maintain a family with 
tolerable comfort, their gains muft be one hundred livres Ca- 
talan for each, which is nearly 111. ftetling, 


DESCRIPTION of the BANYAN TREE, 


ot Be banyan tree, of Indian fig tree, is perhaps the moft 
beautiful and furprifing production of nature in tie veq 
Vor XIX, 466. F getable 
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getable kingdom.—Some of thefe trees are of amazing fize; 
and, as they are always increafing, they may in fome meafure be 
iaid to be exempted from decays, Eyery branch from the trunk 
throws outs its own roots ; firft.in, {mall fibres, at the diftance 
of feveral yards from the ground ;. thefe. continually becoming 
thicker when they approach the earth, take root, and fhoot out 
new branches, which continue in this.ftate of progreflion as 
long as they find foil. to nourifh them... The Hindoos.are re- 
tnarkably fond of -this tree ; for-they look upon it as an emblem 
of the Deitys.on- account of. igs:duration, its outftretching 
arms, and its fhadowy beneficence :, they almoft pay it divine 
honours, and | 


“ Fine a fane in every facred grove.” 


“-Near thefé trees the moft- celebrated’ Pagados are generally 
erefted. The Bramins’ {pend their’ lives in religious folitude, 
under their friendly fhade, and the natives of all cafts and tribes 
are fond of recreating in the cool receffes and natural bowers 
of this umbrageous canopy, which is impervious to the fierceft 
beams of the tropical fun. 

‘This tree in India is called Cubeer Burr, in honour of a fa- 
mous Saint; was much larger than it is at/prefent, for high 
floods have at different times carried‘away the banks of the 
and where it grows, and along with them fuch parts of the 
tree as had extended their roots ‘thus far: yet what ftill re- 
mains is about,2000 feet in circumference, meafuring round 
the principal ftems; but the hanging branches, the roots of 
which have not reached’ the ground, cover a much larger exe 
tent. The chief trunks of ‘this fingle tree amount to 350, all 
fuperior in fizeto the generality of ‘our Englifh oaks and elms. 
‘The {maller ftems, forming into ftronger fupporters, are more 
than 3000, and from each of theft, new branches and hanging 
roots are proceeding, which in time will form trunks, and be 
come parents to a future progeny. 

This tree grows on an ifland in the river Herbedda, 10 miles 
from the city of Baroche, in the province of Guzzaret, a flou- 
rifhing fettlement, lately in the poffeffion of the Eaft-India 
Conipany, but ceded by the Government of Bengal, at the 
treaty of peace concluded: with the Mahrattas in 1783, to 
‘Mahdejee, a Mahratta Chief. 

Cubcer Burr is famed throughout Indoftan for its prodigious 
extent, antiquity, and great beauty. The Indian armies often 
eocenp round it, and at certain feafons, folema jaltarahs,~ or 
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Hindoo feftivals, are held here, to which thoufands of votaries 
repair from various parts of ‘the Mogul empire. Seven thou- 
fands perfons, it is faid, may eafily repofé under its fhade. There 
is a tradition among the natives, that this tree is 3000 years 
old; and there is great reafoh to believe it, and that it is this 
amazing tree which Arrian defcribes, when fpeaking. of the 
Gymnofophifts, in his book of Indian affairs :—‘ Thefe peo- 
ple,” fayshe, “ live naked : in winter they enjoy the benefit 
of the fun’s ray in the openair; andinfummer, when the heat 


‘becomes exeeffive, they pafs their time in moift and marfhy 


places, under large trees, which, according to Nearchus, cover 
a circumference of five acres, and extend their branches fo far 
that 10,000-men may eafily find fhelter under them.” 

Englith gentlemen, when on hunting and fhooting parties, 
ufed to form extenfive encampments, and to {pend feveral weeks 
under this delightful pavilion of foliage, which 1s generally 
filled with green wood-pidgeons, doves, peacocks, bull-bulls, 
and a variety of feathered iongfters, together with monkeys, 
amufing with their droll tricks, and bats of a large fize, fome of 
which méafure more than fix feet, from the extremity of one 
wing to the other. 

This tree not only affords fhelter, but fuftenance to all its in- 
habitants, being loaded with {mall figs of a.rich fearlet colour, 
on which they regale with as much delight as the Lords of the 
Creation on their moft coftly viands. 


Milton defcribes this tree;-in his Ninth Book of Paradife 





Anfwer, by WW. of Sturminfler, to F. T.’s Anagram, inferted 
November 14. 


HANGE a ROCK with art and care, 
CORK will plain.to you appear. 


*,* We have received the like anfwer from Theocritus, 
and H. C, Granger, of Exon ; T. Gill jun. Stythians ; John 
Tucker, Penryn; T. Taylor, Ipplepen ; John Bennet, Maw- 
gan; J. Whiteway, and Philagathus, of Dartington; J. Pud- 
dicombe, Crediton; Momentus, W. Baker, and Young Tyro, 
of Totnes; J. H. Lyme; T. Giles, Bridgewater; ‘T’, Scad- 
ding, Wellington ; and Pyrenzeus, of Buckfaftleigh. 


F 2 Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by T. Gilesyof Bridgewater, tod. B.’s Enigma, inferted 
November 2.1. 


Aes is very ufeful for the hair, 
; And oft is ufed by the pleafing fair. 


“*{* We have received the like anfwer from Young Tyro, 
of Totnes; J. Whiteway, and Philagathus, of Dartington ; 
IT» Taylor, Ipplepen; T. Gilljun. Stythians; J. Tucker, of 
denies W. Seaman, Calverleigh; and J. Puddicomibe, of 

red.ton. - x : 


bn 


Anfwer, by Momentus, of Totnes, to W. Upjobn’s Rebus, inferted 


November 21. 





io Be parts feleéted foon will make appear, 
That we enjoy four SEASONS every year. 


ttt We have received the like anfwer from: A, Pinn, of 
Exmouth; WeG-and W. H.-of Uffculmy T. Walker, of 
Hemyock ; J. Puddicombe, Crediton; Young Tyro, ‘Tot- 
nes; J. K. C.near Wells; -J. Tucker, Penryn; W. S. of 
Exon; T. Faylor, Ipplepen; W. Seaman, Calverleigh:; Han- 
nah, Exrrouth; “S. Hill, near Dawlith ; T.-Gill junior, of 
Stythians ; and J. Duckham, of Tiverton, 





4 CHARADE, by W. Upjobn, of Shaftefbury. 
Wy POM my firft, whofe fympathetic art 
Can‘cailm the troubled mind, and‘ eafe the heart 5 
And thou my ufeful fecond; form'd to fave 
Commercial treafures from the briny wave; », 
View from my whole what-often yields relief, 
When we’re opprefs’d with forrow; pain, or prief. 





A QUESTION, by W.Upjrhn, of Shaftom 


GIVEN x+y + z=22 
xy +z=66 
ag 


y—z=2 
To find x, y, andz, 
in ANAGRAM, 
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4n ANAGRAM, by 4. Pinn, of Exmouth. 


‘T O difpute if you tranfpofe aright, 


A joiner’s tool you’ll bring to fight. 





4 REBUS, WG. Kirgman;of Butkland' Newton 


Weapon, kind firs, is the firft you muft tell ; 
Three-fifths of ancte that in mufic founds well; 
‘Two-fifths of a ftorm, and the half of a deer, 
Then to you, firs, a well-known:town willappear. . ~ 





—_— 


A REBUS, by Thamas Sparkes jercite, of Exeter. 
RODUCE the poet whofe-e’er honour’d name | 


Before all others claims the wreath of fame ; 

A noted place in Devonfhire explain ; a 
And next a city fituate in Spain 5 
A Roman Emperor to fight how bring 5 
The Briton namie who once dethron’d his Kiag ; 
That hero laft who the foundation laid et 
Of that fam’d city which the nations fway’d : 

The initials join’d a hero’s name defines, 

Whao lives ta fame in Homer’s facted lines, 


*,* We earneftly requeft our Correfpondentsoto be more careful 
to render the different Productions: they fend vorrett, that we may 
not be obliged to leave them out on Account of their sta I Mea 
rit—We would alfo caution the Writers of Enigmas, Rebi:jjes, 
Charades, Queftions, Sc. Sc. againft fending any but fuch as are 
original. 

tt Our Correfpondents who fend Ducftions, ' Enigmas, Cha- 
rades, Rebuffes, or Anagrams, are iis to fend with them 
their genuine Solutions, as otherwife they cannot be inferted. 

It] Our Correfpondents are repeeied to obferve that it is ex 
pected they fhould pay the Pofage of their Letters, and thag other- 
wife they will not fee what they fend inferted. : 

*,* Our Correfpondents are defired to obférve, that they may fend 
their Favours by any of the eee se free of Expence. 

*,* LEnigmatical lifts of the names. of young ladies generally 


Eve offence, and cannot, therefore, have a place. 


POETRY. 




















POETRY. 
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Lines on feeing a young Lady in bad Health. 


EE fell difeafe, with potent fway, 
Which riots thro’ her feverith veins, 
Has ftole her from herfelf away, i 
And fearce her lovely form remains. | 


Thofe eyes, which lately fhone fo bright, 
No luftre now, alas! difclofe; 

The lily, drefs’d in fpotlefs white, 
Now triumphs o’er the vanquifh’d rofe. 


That voice that charm’d the lift’ning ear, 
On her parch’d tongue now feebly dies ; | 
And now, no other founds we hear, i 
But plaints, and moans, and ftruggling fighs. 


Learn hence, ye vain and thoughtlefs fair, 
Who prize the pleafing, fading toy, 

That beauty’s little worth your care 
Which ficknefs can fo foon deftroy. 


Topfbam. N, 








For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
Ne jura appett ahorum. 


HRO?’ northern climes ambition’s proudeft fting, 
Beyond the boundaries of its country fpread, 
A Norman bafe, ignobly born, fhould fling 
A dire deftruction on a monarch’s head, 


Scarce was this ifle emerg’d from Danifh pride, 
Scarce had the wings of peace its fhoulders caft ; 


Was 








l 


th. 
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War with its horrors foon began to hide, 
That glory which in-nations feldom-laft. 


By fierce ambition did he vainly cloke, 
His falfe pretences to an Englith throne, 
But Englifh hatred to a foreign yoke, 
Is nature’s gift, for ever will be known. 


High on the waves majeltic’ly they roll, 
Rude Boreas wafts the inftruments of death; 
The din of war is heard from pole to pole, 
Eager to grafp, and ftop the vital breath. 


Elated hope, with favage fury bent 
He ftrides impetuous to the fatal field ; 
Harold the weaknefs of thy force repent, 
Thy foul may conquer, but the man muft yield. 


Maintaining right he fell in virtue’s caufe, 
A caufe recorded by immortal fame, 

Such right ufurp’d, forbid by nature’s laws, 
Reflects difhonour on a Norman name. 


For glories vain do monarchs peace aflail, 
Theprizetho’ gain’d yet till fome trouble brings, 
Ambition’s force too oft we find prevail, 
The pride of heroes, andthe fall of Kings. 


Exeter, Decembr 29, 1791. R. 





4 CHILD #0 bis SICK GRANDFATHER. 


| Pig er; they fay you’re old and frail, 
Your ftocked legs begin to fail : 
Your nobbed ftick (that was my horfe) 
Can fcarce fupport your bended corfe ; 
While back to wall you lean fo fad, 
I’m vex’d to fee you, dad. 


You us’d to fmile, and ftroke my head, 
And tell me how good children did ; 
But now I wot not how it be, 
You take me feldom on your knee ; 
Yet ne’erthelets I am right glad 

To fit befide you, dad. 


arr. 
LOW 
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How lank and thin your beatd hangs down ! 
Scant are the white hairs on your crown: 
How wan and hollow are your cheeks! ; 
Your brow’is rough with croffing breaks 5 
But yet, for all’his ftrength is fled, 

I love my own old dad. 


The houfewives round their potions brew, 
And goffips come to afk for you : 
And for your weal each neighbour cares, ‘ 
And good men kneel, and fay their pray’rs : 
And ev’ry body looks fo fad, 

When you are ailing, dad. 


You will not die, and leave us then ? 

Roufe up and be our dad again. 

When you are quiet laid in bed, 

We'll doff our thoes and foftly tread ; 

And when you wake we’ll aye be near, 
To fill old dad his cheer. 


When thro’ the houfe you fhift your ftand, 
T’ll lead you kindly by the hand : 

When dinner’s fet, I Il with you bide, 
And aye be ferving by oe fide : . - 


a 


And when the weary fire burns blue, 
I'll fit and talk with you. 


I have a tale both long and good, - 

About:a partlet and her brood ; 

And cunning greedy fox that ftole, 

By dead of midnight thro’ a hole, 

Which flyly to the hen-rooft led— 
You love a ftory, dad? 


And then I have a wondrous tale 

Of men all clad in coats of mail, 

With glitt’ring f{words—you nod, I think ? 

Your fixed eyes begin to wink : 

Down on your bofom finks your head: 
You do not hear me, dad, 





4 REFLECTION, 


{(ONTENT?’s the greateft bleffing mortals know, 





Whether your ftation is or high or low. 





